tewntown, In the mid-1880s, the

Neighborboods

PLACES TO LIVE, PEOPLE TO SEE IN COLORADO NEIGHEORHOODS

school staned booking for @ more pas-
taral place 1o relotie

Based on o lage private lind grant
they chiose the undeveloped prairie
whisre DU pow sits, The plans fncludesd
i resihentinl netghbsorhood cast of the
sthesl, and on Arbor Day' 1856,
Liniversity Park wiis founded with the
vishon thar i woulld ecome @ beautiful
atliinet o the university,

Many' eardy nesidens played signifi-
cant mles in the history of [0 antd
Denver, For example, benefactons
Bishop Henry White Wamen and his
wile, Elizabeth Fraser HitF (widow of cat-
tle baron Jobm Wesley 1), lved i the

Queen Anne-style Grey Gahles on

Professors Row on South Milwaukiee
WHERE IT I5—NEXT TO DU. THE NEIGHBORHOOD SITS ADIACENT TO THE UNIVERSITY

OF DENVER. EXTENDING EAST FROM UNIVERSITY TO COLORADO BOULEVARD: FROM THE
SOUTH 1T AUNS FROM YALE NORTH PAST EVANS AVENUE TO 125, THE NEIGHBORHOOD IS
BOOKENDED BY TWO LIGHT RAIL STATIONS AND 15 MINUTES FROM DOWNTOWN AND THE DIC.

Strect and in the castle-like Firmoy Place

A NEIGHBORHOOD OBSERVATORY )i

WHAT MAKES IT SPECIAL—HISTORIC, BUCOLIC, BUT URBAN. OFTEN MNOWN AS of the earliess DL butldings 1o break
“OBESERVATORY PARK™ FOR ITS CENTURY-OLD OBSERVATORY, THIS HISTORIC AND VITAL grounid was the Chambxerlin Obsenvatony,
KEIGHBORHOOD FEATURES WIDE, QUIET STREETS, MATURE TREES; ARCHITECTURAL AND which sl lies in the bear of University
CULTURAL LANDMARIKS. LOCAL PARKS AND AN ACTIVE. CLOSE-RNIT COMMUNITY, Park. In the ke 18805, real estate tyonon
THE HOMES—VICTORIANS AND NEW DELUXE HOMES. UNIVERSITY PARK 15 MOST Humphney Chamberdin cionased the Lind
FAMOUS FOR THE CLASSIC, ARCHITECTURALLY FASCINATING ORIGINAL VICTORIAN PROPER that is now Observatory: Park, along with
TIES CONSTRUCTED FOR THE DU FOUNDERS, FACULTY AND ADMINISTRATION 100 YEARS SSOLO00 10 establish an observatony and

AGD. INCREASINGLY, THE NEIGHBORHOOD 1S BECOMING WELL-KNOWN FOR THE HIGH DEN-
SITY OF NEW, LUXURY CUSTOM HOMES BEING BUILT ON SCRAPED LOTS, TYPICALLY
LARGE. ESTATE-LIKE PROPERTIES WITH TOP-OF-THE-LINE MATERIALS AND FINISHES.

WHAT YOU'LL PAY—AN AVERAGE OF $350 PER SQUARE FOOT. SCRAPEOFF OR NOT

telescope, Noted architeor Boben
Roeschlaub, whose work already mclud-
ed the Central City Opera House (see

i B4 ) and Trinity, Mothiodia Chunch

downtown. was selected o design the

THE HISTORY OF UNIVERSITY PARK where he founded Nofhwestern structure. Professor Herben A Howe,

i= stevpedd in the histary of the Lndversity and thie town ol Evanston the universings astronbmer, guided con-
University aof BDenver, and in tum, the Mlincis: He envisioned o commprable struction of the welescope, still operited
hlstory of Denver itsell, Methodist irstitution: In Denver, and in 1863, e by thie university today and frequently
John Evans, who Becamé temmitoal helped found the Colordo Seminary, avanilalale v thee paabalic.

governor in 1862, caume from Chicigo, lnter named the University of Denver,
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WHY IT'S HOT Uiniversity Park s o lus-
tene, estublished and tghi-knit comumm
nity with beautiful homes; quiet need
streets and a superh central Denver loca-
o The nesghborhiood remoimes closeely
oomnected 1o the excitng and gy
evolving University of Dermver, The Lt
10 years have heen heady timies Tor D
with the construction of o dosén new
stonature buildings, such as the Ritchie
Center Chome of Magness Arena), taio
NCAA Hockey tithes and o steadily climlb
i acndemic rmnking and reputition
The lnnchmark: homes and observatorny
still anchor the commmnity, while new
constrction s creating the opportunity
b live tnoan established neighlxorhond

bt i Lo, cutstonn bosme with an

uprio-date layout and high-end Anishes.

SCRAPE-OFF CENTRAL | 'niversity Park is
truly the epicenter of the rear-down
andd rebuild phenomenon in Denver
Espoeclly south of the observatony,
plmost entire blocks have been trans
formed from older: more: mocest md
century houses 1o 51 millon plus cus-
tenm Bt estares. Why? Explains Chiris
Cardif, managing panner and founder
of Birch Street Group, who has bail
several homes in the netghbodiood
“Muny ol the smaller homes have
Peeconme Tuniuicreally Ol solete”

[Mheeres e soone prowing padns witli
pewcomens and [ongtine residents

sceming o trvel indifferent circlis

Onee they amive, e newoomens often
seem o by voluntanly. incarcemted in
their huge bomes,” savs Paul Lnton, smn
amorney who lives o an older home
O the other hand, newcomier Micah
B'Hondt an event plinner, says, “We
raturally tend o mocmone with others
in new homes who also have voung
Fimilies. Give us o' chanoe. We dre nes
reclusive. Wi acnuilhy walk and get oot
in thie neighborhood o lob" Longtinge
resicdent Ed Stein, political canoanist and
writer for the Rocky Monntain Neus,
simply doesn’t care for the new homes,
s pomutter of tste | have no plhilo-
soplibical albsjection o them, but | have
vel o find one | really ke, They soem
fo I i hodpgepodise of stvles

Tor thes crexdit of many develipens
stich as Binch Strect, some of the homes
are painstukingly: crfted 1o blend in
with e existing architecture, withi
cheliberate use of Colordo materdals and
technicuies. Others, not so, There will
abways be disagreement on these mt
ters, fon as lomgtime restdent and local
real estote agent Pome Adiims notes
You can't dicrate taske

In many ways, the redevelppment s
0 renaissance for Universiny Park. “Omne
example 5 that voung funilies ane mow-
Iz rejuvenatime the community,”
savs Ackims: T lave noticed an’ ineneise
in FTA involverment and fundriising m
our bocal elementiry school. It s the nuat-

] progression of our neighbordood.”

Special thaeniks b Pane Acleins of Metro
Hrobers, Adams Conipeniy, for her assis-

feenvce weviele this sty
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